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THE WESTIN TAMPA BAY AWARDED FOUR DIAMOND RATING FROM AAA

Tampa, FL – August 31, 2009 – Open less than six months, the Westin Tampa Bay, has been awarded the prestigious Four Diamond Award from the American Automobile Association (AAA) for 2009.
The Westin Tampa Bay is part of a select group of AAA Four Diamond Award winners throughout the U.S., Canada, Mexico and the Caribbean. Four Diamond hotels represent just 3.4 percent of the more than 58,000 AAA diamond rated lodgings and 2.8 percent of the nearly 27,000 AAA rated restaurants.  It is the only Westin to receive this award in the Tampa Bay region.
 
“We are honored to have been recognized by AAA with this prestigious Four Diamond rating," stated Ron Alicandro, General Manager for the Westin Tampa Bay.  "It is a true testament to our hard working and dedicated staff." "We pride ourselves on giving our guests service which is both personal and instinctive and this award reinforces our actions."

To be considered for a diamond rating, hotels must undergo a rigorous evaluation process, including an unannounced visit from one of AAA’s 65 full-time and highly trained professional evaluators. Once a property has been approved, AAA then assigns a diamond rating, from one to five diamonds, to each approved hotel depending on the level of service, décor, and amenities.

Located in the heart of Tampa Bay on Rocky Point Island, The Westin Tampa Bay's waterfront location offers both incredible bay views and easy access to the area's attractions. Revive your spirit in this soaring 16-story sanctuary with its cascading waterfall and lushly landscaped courtyard, and enjoy the tranquility and grace of their boardwalk and private beach area. 


For reservations and more information, call (813) 281-0000 or visit www.westin.com/tampabay
About Westin Hotels & Resorts

Westin Hotels & Resorts, with 169 hotels and resorts in more than 31 countries and territories, is owned by Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. (NYSE: HOT).  Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. is one of the leading hotel and leisure companies in the world with 960 properties in 97 countries and 145,000 employees at its owned and managed properties. Starwood Hotels is a fully integrated owner, operator and franchisor of hotels, resorts and residences with the following internationally renowned brands: St. Regis®, The Luxury Collection®, W®, Westin®, Le Méridien®, Sheraton®, Four Points® by Sheraton, and the recently launched Aloft®, and Element SM.  Starwood Hotels also owns Starwood Vacation Ownership, Inc., one of the premier developers and operators of high quality vacation interval ownership resorts. For more information, please visit www.starwoodhotels.com.

